
   Friday 9th January 2026 

 Pendeen Crescent, Southway, Plymouth, PL6 
6QS 
Tel : 01752 775478 
Email : oakwood.office@discoverymat.co.uk 

Diary Dates to Remember 

 
Fri 30th January 2026 
NON PUPIL DAY 
 
Mon 16th- Fri 20th February 2026 
HALF TERM 
 
Mon 23rd February—Fri 13th March 
2026 
YEAR 5 SWIMMING 
 
Fri 13th March 2026 
NON PUPIL DAY 
 
Mon 16th –Fri 20th March 
NETHERCOTT TRIP YR4 
 
Fri 3rd– 17th April 2026 
EASTER BREAK 
 
Wed 22nd April 2026 
CLASS PHOTOGRAPHS 
 
Mon 27th-29th April 2026 
PGL TRIP YR5 
 
Mon 4th May 2026 
BANK HOLIDAY 
 
Mon 25th –29th May 2026 
HALF TERM 
 
Mon 29th June 2026 
NON PUPIL DAY 
 
Thurs 2nd-Fri 3rd July 2026 
YR6 LONDON TRIP 
 
Fri 24th July 2026SUMMER HOLIDAYS 

Welcome back, and a very happy New Year to you all. 
 
I have thoroughly enjoyed my first week of headship. Despite the added 
challenges of icy conditions and stormy weather, it has been a pleasure to 
see the school community return with such positivity and resilience. 
 
I am delighted to say that the children have settled back into school life 
excellently. They have returned with enthusiasm, demonstrating  
positive attitudes to learning and a clear readiness to re-engage with 
their routines. Their behaviour and commitment during this first week 
have been a real credit to them and to the support they receive at home. 
 
Over the past week, I have also been working on a communication  
strategy for the school to ensure that information is shared clearly,  
consistently, and in a way that celebrates the many positives taking place 
across our community. As part of this, next week’s newsletter will be  
presented in a different format. 
In addition, our school Facebook page will be used as our good news 
channel. Year groups will be regularly posting updates and celebrating 
learning and achievements, starting from Monday 12th January. I  
encourage you to follow and engage with these posts to stay connected 
with the exciting work happening in school. 
 
Looking ahead to next week, our whole-school focus for teaching and 
learning will be on ‘no hands up’ questioning and increased partner talk. 
These strategies are designed to ensure that all children are actively  
involved in lessons. No hands up allows teachers to check understanding 
across the whole class and encourages every child to think carefully 
about their answers. Partner talk gives children valuable opportunities to 
explain their thinking, build confidence in speaking, and learn from one 
another before sharing ideas more widely. Together, these  
approaches help deepen understanding, improve communication skills, 
and promote inclusive classroom practice. 
 
Thank you for your continued support and please do speak to me at pick 
up and drop offs to share any feedback, my door is always open.  
 
Mrs Chubb 



 

I NEED TO AIM TO ATTEND SCHOOL 
100% OF THE TIME! 





Weekly Attendance for 5th to 9th January 2026 
 

The UK Government expectation is 96%.  
We are striving for children to achieve this, as there is a 
direct link between attendance and achievement. 

 
This week, our whole school attendance is 93.84% 

FAB Friday for children attending 100%  
GOLDEN TICKET for never late never away 

 
 
 

 

 

SMEATON 97.63% 
 

FIRESTONE 96.01% 

MAYFLOWER 90% 

MT EDGCUMBE 94.83% 

MOUNTBATTEN 92.76% 

SALTRAM 96.62% 

DOCKYARD 90.27% 

BURRATOR 90.40% 

RALEIGH 95.64% 



School Trip payment reminders 
 

Year 4 - Nethercott Farm  
Fourth instalment of £50 due by 31st January 2026. Please pay 
using your child’s ParentPay account. Thank you.  
 
Year 5 - PGL Trip  
Third instalment of £27 due by 30th January 2026. Please pay 
using your child’s ParentPay account. Thank you.  
 
Year 6 - London Trip  

Third instalment of £50 due by 31st January 2026. Please pay 
using your child’s ParentPay account. Thank you 

A gentle reminder to parents that contact must be made with school 
on your child's first day of absence and each day until they return 
to school. If you do not provide a reason for your child’s absence, 
this will be recorded as an unauthorised absence and could result in 
a  penalty notice being issued by Plymouth City Council.  

Arriving late for school after 9am will also be recorded as an            
unauthorised absence.  

Please remember to label your child’s jumpers and please 
send your child in with a water bottle every day. Thank you 







LUNCH MENU  

Ham and Cheese paninis are on the menu again replacing 
wraps week commencing 3rd November 2025, this will run 

alongside the new menu as a daily choice. 
 

We have colours choices on parent pay  
Purple -cheese and tomato 
orange -ham and tomato 







 Lost Property 

 

 

We have quite a lot of lost property in school. 
Please feel free to pop in and have a look to see if 
anything belongs to your child. 

All lost property will be available each Friday at 
Tea with Teresa. 

                      Free School Meals  

KS2 REN reading word count 
 
The  winners of this weeks 
word count for is:- 
  

 Year 1/2 –  
  
Year 3/4 -  
  
Year 5/6 –  
 

Email Addresses to Remember 

Year 6 - Raleigh Class - r.sherrell@discoverymat.co.uk 
Year 5 - Dockyard Class – s.wieprecht@discoverymat.co.uk or a.blakeston@discoverymat.co.uk   
Year  5/6 Burrator Class –  l.crocker@discoverymat.co.uk or k.harvey@discoverymat.co.uk 
Year 3/4-  Mountbatten Class – k.rust@discoverymat.co.uk 
Year 3/4 - Mt Edgcumbe Class - a.moore@discoverymat.co.uk 
Year 3/4 - Saltram Class – t.spencer@discoverymat.co.uk 
Year 1/2 - Mayflower Class – g.chandler@discoverymat.co.uk 
Year 1/2 - Firestone Class – j.kelleher@discoverymat.co.uk 
Rec - Smeaton Class – m.abbott@discoverymat.co.uk 
 

Keeping in Touch 

Can we please remind parents that the vast majority of contact between school and parents is done by 
telephone or email. Please could you ensure that we are kept updated with you current contact details to 
enable us to keep in touch with you when needed.  

Parent Pay 

Please activate your parent pay account as this allows us to send Newsletters, trip letters and other        
important information that we may need to convey to you. Please contact the school office if you need   
assistance. 

Facebook and Website 

Please follow us on our Facebook page at Oakwood Primary Academy.   
Please refer to our school website for latest news and calendar dates. 

You may be entitled to apply for Free School Meals for your 
child/ren if you receive  the  following benefits:- 
 

• Universal Credit, Income Support  

• Income Based Job Seekers Allowance,  

• Income Related Element of Employment and Support 
Allowance,  

• Guaranteed Credit element of Pension  Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (without Working Tax  Credit) with 
an annual income of £16,190 or less 

 
We would urge parents who may be eligible for Free School 
Meals for the children to apply on-line through the Plymouth 
City Council website oas soon as possible. This is very  
important, even if your child does not wish to take up the 
free meal. The register of FSM entitlement affects our  
overall school budget and we may be missing out on  
funding as a result.  
 
Please do not confuse this with Universal Free School Meal 
entitlement for children in Years Reception to Year Two.  


